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The Relations between Thaksin Shinawatra’s Policies and Red-shirt
Movement: Looking the Red-shirt Movement in Mahasarakham through
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Abstract

One of the effects of the 2006 coup d'état were the uprising of the Red-Shirts and
political conflicts, showing through the polarised politics in Thailand. Also, the Red-
Shirts were considered to be the main political supporters of Thaksin Shinawatra. The
study therefore aimed at investigating the factors leading to being the Red-Shirts and
the relations between Thaksin Shinawatra’s policies and the Red-shiit movement,
focusing on the case study of the 3 Red-Shirts’ villages in Maha m province.
The methodology of the study included mixed methodsO%\Neen using 310
questionnaires for the quantitative method and in-depth ﬂerviews of the 25 Red-
Shirts for the qualitative method. The data gaine then analysed by SPSS
program and cognitive mapping respectively. Th@tudy showed that the factors
leading to being the Red-Shirts were Thaksin€\gNnawatra’s policies, the 2006 coup
d'état and the popularity of Thaksi % was moreover found that Thaksin
Shinawatra’s policies could literall @Drove the Red-Shirts’ quality of life. The
policies supporting the clain»/‘eygé_%o Baht Health Care Scheme and the Farmers’
Debt Repayment Policy. Moreover, Red-shirts have no relationship with sex, age,
marital status, educati?\%‘e)l, career and income of the sample. This is different

from the prevsus ;t@q which aimed to identify whether red-shirts had a factor in

their income, o ion and education level.

Key@&d-smrtsﬁhaksin Shinawatra’s Policies/ Cognitive Mapping
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